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Advacate Staff

The Advacate's editor in chicl
hns been subpoenacd (o festify in
the Chiapas Coalition trial.

Newspaner cdilor Michacl A.
de Yoonnn and other witncsses
were asked 1o leave the court-
room following opening state-
ments on April 3. Yet (he coun
made two exceplions. Colorndo
State Trooper Titn McClinchy, an
aide to Governor Bill Owens, will
canlinue 16 $it in on proceedings
ond testify Tor the prosccution,
while Colorade Daily reporter
Brian Hansen, who was con-
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Advocate editor subpoénaed i

cerned by a lack of media-at the
courtroont Monday, was allowed
to sit in with the defense.

The defense sald Hansen's tes-
timony may be scen as less credi-
ble, but considered Hansen's con-
cerns on the media valid. In mak-
ing the decision, they emphasized
de Yoanna's (estimony may be
more erucial than Hapsen's, -

Former  Advocate  Senior
Reporier Tina Tortez is also
schoduled o Lestify,

The case deals with the alleged
trespassing of members of an
estimated 70 nembers of the Chi-
apas Coalition at a US-Mexico
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Chamber of Commerce trade
lunchicon atended by the gover-
nor. ‘

.~ The trial focuses on lhe arrests:

- of three members of the conalilion

during n demonstration meant (o
bring nlttention to human righis

‘in.Chinpas, Mexico . (sce refnted

story holow).
“This story rcmains close to

‘my heart. It's liad as 3 reporter ...

after the-jury selection and open-
ing stuements, I was asked to
leave,” de Yonnnu suid.

De Yoanna's testimony will
center on whal he witnessed in

the carly maments of the protest -
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Hotel. 1t wns there, he says, that

members of (he .US,—Mcxic_o .

Chamber of Commierce antl affi-
cinls for the govemnor atticmpicd

. o close the doors o a privale

banquet room as n single masked
“human rights observer' reached
ot o grab o door. According to
de Yoanua, officinls let go of the
daor, signaling o let members off
the Chinpas Coalition cnier the
raom.

“I it see o hand'motion,” said
de Yoonnn, "presumably it was
meant g avoid a confljct.”

n trial of Chiapas 3

at the downtown Embassy Suiles -

demonstrators may have been
inndveriently invited in by offi-
cipls who maintain the Chinpas
Coulition was not invited,
Torre2’s testimony will likely
[ocus on whin she heard when the
governor, whe had excused him-
sell after the protest, returned to
the Juneheon nfier the arrests, As
the sole member of Denver's
media present after the Chinpns
Coalition was locked out of the
event, Torrez will tell about ihe
comments of the governor, public
officlals, and corporte leaders,
wha  made disparaging

‘The testimony would imply the

File phore

i

A Chiapas demonstrator attemp

ts to make his poin

o

t at Governor Bill Owens' table last September

First Amendment at
center of Chiapas trial

Michael A. de Yoanna
Lditor in Chief

Opening arguments in the trinl of Chinpas Coali- -
tion members was compicied by Monday.,
The trial, which highlights frecdom of cxpression,

will likely continue until ot least April 5—Wednesday

aflerncon—attorneys predict,Colorado Governer Bill ;
Owens will likely testify via video. :
The defendants, Kerry Appel, Mark Thompson,
and Mark De La Cruz—all members of the Chinpas
Coalition—are each charged with trespassing and dis-
turbing the peave. Thenpson is additionally charged *
with interfering with a police officer. I found guilty,
each faces up te n year in jail and a maximum fine of
$999.

- On Scptember 16, 1999 the defendants and an esti- ‘

mated 70 members of the Chiapas Coalition peaceful-
ly entered a luncheon sponsored by the US-Mexico
Chamber of Commerce altended by Governor Bill

Owens. The luncheon was mennt as a send-off for the
governor who would embark later that week with top,
Colorado business offictals on a policy inecling with
Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo,

Appel, speaking during the demonstration through
a bullliorn, warned business lenders that making deals
in Mexico may exncerbate human rights violations in
"the southern-state of Chiapas.

- Prior o jury selection, Denver Judge Andrew
Arnmnalns, who denied defense molions on March 3
hat the trin! should be dropped.in parl because Den-
ver's lrespassing laws are unconstilulionn], Torbode -
the defense from bringing.up constitutional issucs.
"They've already been deall with,” Armalas said.

Yet Waller Gerash, Appel's atorney, objected,
nrguing the First Amendment is central to the trial.
-During a brief recess prior to jury sclection, a member
‘of the Chiapas Coalition brought in a large copy of
the First Amendment printed on poster-board.

remarks about the incident.

Neighborhood
now battling

environmental

contamination

" Terra Cracraft

Staff Writer-

Anthony Thomas has lived in the Clayton neighbor-
hood in northeast Denver for 32 years. He and his wile
raised their daughier in the place he still ealls home. But
unlike most typical Denver residents, Thomas has baliled
for the safety of his community for yenrs, not from gnngs

. or drugs, bul lrom concentrated levels of environmental

conlaminants,
Furthermore, he blanes the cancer that lives in his
body, and the cancer he has seen take the lives (or is taking

" the lives) of many of his Triends and neighbors, on the haz-

ardous waste lingering in his community. .

. The Clayton neighborhood and several surrounding
neighborhoods have been dubbed “environmental justice”
oreas by the Environmentnl Protection Agency not becnuse
they are normal, healthy communitics. Contmmninants from
over 1 century of metal refining coupled with the neigh-
borhood's proximily to 1wo major freeways, heavy indus-
iry, ‘and truck routes have made them environmental
dumps.

“IU's nn urcn that has been impacled disproporiionatcly
by many sources of contaminntion,” snid Bonnic Lavelle,
EPA Remedial Project Manager for the site.

Now Thomas, who is secretary for the Claylon Neigh-

° horl:s:ud Association, aleng with many of his ncighbors,

are, waiching closely (o sec (hat dangerous texins hidden in
the soil of their yards gels cleaned up.

Soils around thousands of northeast Denver homes nre
being resampled for dangerousty harmful levels of arsenic
and lead — two of the four most dangerous metals to human
health. In some homes, the state and EPA have issued a

“lime critical removal” of soils beenuse of “"alnrmingly.
- high levels” of lead and arsenic, according to Barbara

O’Grady, Colorado Department of Public Health and Envi-
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Senior Reporter

$20.50 each semester.

Jelf Stamper, assistant director of
Ihe Tivoli Student Union spoke Lo stu-
dent povernment, garnering their sup-
port for the Avrarin Bond fee that
many soy is desperalely needed in
arder 1o compensate for $500,000 in
lost revenues due to the depariure of
AMC Thenters and much nccdcd rcn-
ovalions.

Currenlly students pay $39.50 for-

—TRIAL [rom page 3

CU-Denver student government voled to support the stu-
dent referendum that, if passed, will increase your fees by

AHEC 5 Bean Woll
the Auraria Bond in student fecs. The proposed referendum
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will incrense the fee so that students will pay 360,

. According to Stamper, $7.50 of the money will go oward

Currently, sludent

Aurnrm studenls,

e photo

First Amendment poster
banned from court by judge

Armatay immediate-
ly acted to ban the
posier on the
grounds it was a dis-
ruptive form of pos-
turing.

“[ can’t believe
he banned the First
Amendment,” De La
Cruz's attorncy, Mar-
garet Carey Inter
suid.

In his opening
slalement, prosccul-
ing attorney Russell
Stone said the gover-
nor and attendees at
the luncheon were
frightened on the
afternoon of Septem-
ber 16. “People were
literally seared lo
death,” Stone said.
"They were worried
that this could be
some kind of lerror-
ist thing,”

But Gerash, who
ook a majority of the 30 minutes allot-
ted by the judge for opening stote-
ments, said the cose is aboul {reedom
of expression in the US as it pertains to
internotional human rights. Gerash
called it an “honor” to defend Appel,
Thompson, and De La Cruz, stating the
demaonstreation was o protected {orm of
political specch.

Gemsh said the demonstration wos
peaceful and said police and officials at
the luncheon overrencled, “It was not f
ruckus,” Gerash told jurors. *Nol one
glass was broken ... Llie governor keeps
enting, lnughs, makes a few comments.”

Gerash also countered an carlier line
af questioning by Stone during jury
selection. Stono liad wanted 1o know
the conditions under which jurors
believed it acceplable to break the law,
implying (hat it is always wrong Lo
break the inw,

De la ruz

" function of protest-
"ing via First Amnend-

killing of a cultrre of

Citing the
women's sullrage
movement, the aboli-
tion of slavery, nad
civil rights move-
menl, Gernsh snid
civil progress is o

Armatas

ment rights. He
added the Chiapas
Conlition came to the
luncheen in order to
convince business
leaders there are
human rights nbuses
taking place in Mexi-
co. “They were try-  [§
ing lo prevent o moss

5,000 years,” Gerash
siid.

Opening 5lmc- :
ments also cutlined
basic disagreements
over the facts that
jurors must later sift
thtough in terms of
cvidence, Sue Tyber-
ski, who is represent-
ing Thompsan, chal-
lenged the prosecu-
tion's idea that the
luncheon was privole
and thal the defen-
dants violuted Den-
ver's irespassing
ordinances. She cited
a filmed deposition
of Gil Cisncros from
the US-Mexico
Chnmber of Cotn-
merce stating the :
luncheon was a pub-  Carey
lic forum. She olso
¢ited some 2,000 invitations sent to the
public by the chamber.

Tyberski added no one asked the

Gerash

defendants to leave the lunch- m

eon—a de facto invitation.
;

the renovations, repairs, and restoration of the Tivoli Student
Union, Stamper estimales $11.5 million is needed in repairs,

He also said anather $7.50 will go towards the losses
accrued from the AMC Theaters. The remainder of the money,
secording to Sinmper, will cover. student nuxiliory serviges.

clubs. use facitities at the Tivoli without

chorges. Also student lounges are not chnrged for space.
] 1T the referendum fails, Stomper cloims, the spaces moy
have to be closed (o students and rented to vendars,

The student fec referendum will be voied on by all

- Three pollmg sites will be,open on April 11 untl 12, CU-
'S Denver studens can vole in the North Classroom. An Open
Farum will take place on April 10 in order to serve the
‘students questions and comyuenls, . E!

Chiapas
testimony
undenrvay

Steve jacubs
" News Editor

Testimony began Monday in (he
trial of the Chiapas 3.

Tmopur Tim McClinchy, o techni-
cmn with the Colorado State Patrol and
ﬁvc—ycnr veleran, took the stand for the
**prosecution first. McClinchy is ane of
"Governor Bill Owens' key personal
security officers and was the only troep-
er. dcdmaled exclusively to Owens on
‘the’ dny of the US-Mexico Chamber of
Commeree, September 16, 1999,

"L was  nervous,” Lestilied
McClinchy, He described the 70 or so

~members of the Chiapas Coslition as
“militant-like, militin-type."

 MeClinchy said he thought (e him-
self, “what are (hey [Chinpns Coalition]
going, to 'do next.” Prosecutor Russell
Stone nsked McClinchy whnt Owens'
demeanor appeared like and, after sev-
eral objections from the defense, was
able o extract, “he was very scared that
day). | . &

Wallcr Gcrash Appel's attorney,
objected ngoin when Stone tried to elic-
it response from McClinchy as 1o how
the luncheon attendees gppeared. 1 saw
terror...," said McClinchy even ‘os
Gerash's objeclion was suslained for
hearsay. . .

Judge Andrew Arifatas chided bath
the prosecution and deiense lor exces-
sive objections, "You can raise your
hands {0 get my attention, but no siand-
ing up,” Armatas soid. .

McClinchy on cross-cxamination
affirmed an carlier quole that he was
afraid he might have 10 “dodge bullets.”
Defense attorney Sue Tyberski asked:
“Did Owens engage in dinlogue {with
the Chiapas Coalition) that dny?”

“He did,” McClinchy said, "Did you

“have 1o dodge any bullets that gl
dny?" Tyberski asked. m
“No ma'am, I did not”
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